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“For over 25 years, Sonoran Institute has been a 
pioneer in efforts to unite and celebrate the best of 
Western culture, history, nature and urban spaces. 
In a country and world that is sadly all too divided, 
Sonoran Institute unites and promotes all that we 
have in common; seeks practical solutions to the 
challenges the West faces; and, continues to prove 
that rural and urban environments can support 
one another and do so sustainably. We are proud 
to have made a lead gift to Sonoran Institute’s 25th 
Anniversary; we ask others to invest as well.” 
Dick and Nan Walden, Farmers Investment Co./Green Valley Pecan Co., Sahuarita, AZ

25 Years Strong, Shaping Our West
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The Sonoran Institute has a track record of helping communities plan 
for and adapt to change. We are constantly developing innovative 
planning tools such as our Exploratory Scenario Planning trainings 
and our Resilient Communities Toolkit. We’re working with Latino 
neighborhoods and leaders to create community based solutions 
to the impacts of climate change in underserved urban areas. We’re 
building capacity in communities challenged by growth to protect 
natural resources and natural spaces as we have done in the West 
Valley of Phoenix by helping to found and launch the White Tanks 
Conservancy. We’re restoring forsaken rivers, while preserving the 
cultural heritage and economic opportunities of the communities 
surrounding them, and creating constituencies to sustain them. Our 
work in the Colorado River Delta has literally transformed the river 
while providing opportunities for the people who live there. And 
we continue to work and advocate for Arizona’s “Living River”—the 
Santa Cruz—and make it a model for using scarce water resources in 
innovative ways.

As your Board Chair and CEO, we would like to share with you how 
much fun we have had working together to lead the Sonoran Institute, 
how much we appreciate our hard-working, talented, and dedicated 
staff and board, how much we value our donors and partners, and 
how excited we all are about the future.

Dear Friends, 

A 25th Anniversary is an important milestone—a time to celebrate the 
past and embrace the future. As with other organizations that have 
reached this milestone, the Sonoran Institute has developed important 
relationships and skills, and built a portfolio of accomplishments 
and experiences to position itself for a promising future.

Our 25th Anniversary Campaign has been a chance for us to meet and 
connect with longtime and new donors. We’re near the close of the 
campaign, and thanks to our board, our campaign committee and the 
generosity of our supporters, we are on target to reach our goal of $1.5 
million by the end of 2015!

Our 2040 Vision, recently outlined in our new strategic framework, 
rededicates our organization to connecting people and communities 
to the natural resources that nourish and sustain them. At the same 
time, we make the economic case for continuing conservation. We 
know that the values that make the North American West so special—
wide open spaces, wildlife and wild places, entrepreneurial spirit, 
and economic opportunities—are intricately connected and face 
mounting challenges. 

Our West’s greatest challenge is rapid change. The impacts of 
drought, flood, fire, and extreme weather events have become the 
expected. Events such as the toxic spill in the Animas River, while 
unexpected, are all too frequent and create their own cascade of 
consequences. Extreme heat and floods are increasingly impacting 
urban areas and creating environmental and health threats for the 
people who live there. 

Celebrating our Past, Embracing our Future 

SECURING WATER FOR THE DELTA
The Colorado River Delta Water Trust holds 5,486 acre-feet of 
permanent water rights toward the goal of 8,604 acre-feet by 2017. 
This water is critical for maintaining reforested areas and wildlife 
habitat at our restoration sites.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Last year in the Delta we hosted more than 2,700 community 
members, students, donors, government representatives, and NGOs 
at environmental education workshops and visits to our restoration 
sites. Also, as part of our annual tree planting event, 250 volunteers 
planted almost 6,000 trees at our Laguna Grande restoration site.

Stephanie Sklar 
CEO	

Henri Bisson 
Chairman, Board of Directors
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“Al restaurar el Delta, el Sonoran Institute provee una fuente de empleo importante para los 
miembros de la comunidad, quienes son capacitados con los conocimientos y herramientas 
adecuadas y así, ser parte de una economía verde.” 

Fátima Luna, Delta Program Associate/Economist

“Water is life.” It’s the mantra behind our mission to return water 
to the parched Colorado River Delta—and all signs are pointing 
to success. For more than 15 years, we and our partners have 
been planting one seedling at a time to restore the Delta’s once-
lush habitat. Our theory behind last year’s historic pulse flow 
was that sending a surge of water down the Colorado for the first 
time in decades would allow nature to take over, and spur natural 
germination of native species like cottonwoods, willows, and 
mesquite. Follow-up research is proving us right. Since the pulse, 
there has been a nearly 25% increase in plant growth, reversing a 
decade of decline. With new plants have come more and different 
kinds of river-dependent birds, good news for both the Delta’s 
environment and tourism industry. While very positive overall, the 
results show that the Delta still needs our help. The pulse couldn’t 
accomplish what we’ve been doing with bulldozers: tearing out the 
invasive plant growth that is choking the riverbed. Areas we cleared 
ahead of the pulse had much higher germination success than those 
left alone. But progress is clear, and so is hope for more water: the 
Colorado River Delta Water Trust remains on track to meet its water 
delivery goals under Minute 319.

Success Sprouts in the Delta

Change in the West comes fast and furious. Rapid and unplanned 
growth has threatened our open landscapes, our natural resources 
and, ultimately, our economy. Climate unpredictability is increasing 
the intensity and expense of water scarcity, fire, and floods. Our 
Western Lands & Communities team is helping communities 
stay ahead of these changes with innovative planning tools. Our 
Exploratory Scenario Planning tool identifies a range of possible 
scenarios that a community might face and highlights the best 
strategies to prepare for them. Our Resilient Communities Toolkit 
provides guidelines for communities that are ready to build climate 
change resilience and are looking for a place to begin. Last year, these 
tools helped five communities prepare for whatever circumstances the 
future may hold.

We are also helping states like Arizona prepare for—and meet—the 
new EPA Clean Power Plan rules, in a way that protects the state’s 
fragile environment. We’ve launched an innovative process to 
evaluate the use of renewable energy and are demonstrating new 
mitigation planning approaches that offset unavoidable impacts from 
infrastructure projects and renewable energy development.

Preparing for Change

GROUNDBREAKING RESEARCH
New Western Lands & Communities research found that urban 
Latino neighborhoods are disproportionately affected by impacts 
associated with changing climate. The report was based on detailed 
interviews with over 20 elected officials and community leaders 
representing multiple communities in Arizona, and a focus group 
discussion with Latino community leaders and representatives of 
conservation and environmental groups in the state.

PREPARING FOR DROUGHT AND WILDFIRE
Western Lands & Communities held its inaugural Resilient 
Communities Workshop, where representatives from Jemez 
Springs, New Mexico, and Missoula, Montana, learned how to 
mitigate the impacts of drought and wildfire. Both communities 
have begun implementing actions.



4

REGIONAL COLLABORATION 
We are working with partners in Gunnison County, Colorado, on a 
concept that emerged from our 2014 Community Builders Leadership 
Training to create a regional economic prosperity strategy for 
Gunnison Valley.

PRAGMATIC CONSERVATION
We helped reintroduce the Arizona Sonoran Desert Heritage Act to 
Congress to protect almost 1 million acres of public land west of 
Phoenix and to preserve key military flight corridors to the Barry 
Goldwater Range.

We finalized our new Strategic Framework—our 2040 Vision—which 
will guide us in the coming years as we continue to tackle the 
challenges facing the West. We also embarked on a major revamp 
of our marketing and communications strategy that includes a 
new website, more robust media outreach, and an enhanced and 
integrated social media platform. Our goals are to communicate 
better with our donors, partners, and the communities we work and 
live in, and to do it in innovative, interactive, and easy-to-access ways.

Marketing

In the Rockies, we’re showing communities how to thrive 
economically by being wonderful places to live, work, and play. 
People move here to do New West jobs surrounded by Old West 
natural beauty and rural culture. They’re looking for short commutes 
and access to amazing recreation opportunities in an unspoiled 
landscape. They want the option to walk or bike to restaurants and 
stores and to their kids’ schools. They want a downtown that’s lively 
and filled with places to gather. They’re looking for liveability, and 
the communities that provide it are attracting high-quality workers 
and the diverse economic base that can weather downturns. Our 
years of research and experience in the field give us unique insight 
into how to build these strong communities. And we’re making a 
difference. Last year, 224 people from 35 different communities came 
to us for training, while another 1,248 tuned into our Community 
Builders webinar series. We also provided on-the-ground assistance 
with 12 different projects dealing with the nitty-gritty of creating 
liveability: reclaiming right-of-way, crafting master plans and 
economic development strategies, improving codes and aesthetics, 
and building leadership.

Making the Business Case 
for Liveability in the Rockies

Our future West is a hub of innovation and transformative design—a 
living laboratory for developing sustainable solutions for people 
and the environment. By advancing innovations in clean energy, 
infrastructure, and river restoration, our Sun Corridor team is creating 
this future now. We’re helping Arizona realize its enormous solar 
energy potential by identifying hundreds of thousands of acres where 
solar plants could be built with minimal harm to the Sonoran Desert. 
Our ideas for transporting clean energy via “smart corridors” that 
locate power lines, highways, and rail lines within the same path 
instead of on undisturbed land has prompted agencies to explore 
siting a smart corridor along proposed routes for the new Interstate 11 
highway. Our Living River reports for the Lower Santa Cruz River are 
also bearing fruit, demonstrating how reclaimed water can be used to 
restore rivers, their habitats, and their recreational uses for people in 
the arid West.

R&D in the Sun Corridor
“The tried and true Sonoran Institute 
approach of bringing together people with 
diverse opinions and helping communities 
solve real, on-the-ground issues, means that 
my work is making a difference now and for 
future generations.” 
Hannah Oliver, Program Manager, Western Lands & Communities
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2%
COMMUNICATIONS

45%
COLORADO RIVER DELTA

0%
PUBLIC POLICY

14%
ADMINISTRATION

5%
FUNDRAISING

<1%
TRAINING & COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP

9%
COLORADO ROCKIES

7%
NORTHERN ROCKIES

12%
WESTERN LANDS 
& COMMUNITIES

5%
SUN CORRIDOR

55%
CONTRACT INCOME

2%
OTHER INCOME

9%
CONTRIBUTIONS

28%
FOUNDATION GRANTS

5%
GOVERNMENT GRANTS

<1%
PROGRAM SERVICE INCOME

Contributions
Foundation Grants
Government Grants
Contract Income
Program Service Income
Other Income

9%
28%

5%
55%

0%**
2%

$598,880
$1,817,141

$337,252
$3,559,885

$11,551
$145,398

6,470,107* 100%

Colorado River Delta
Northern Rockies
Western Lands & Communities
Sun Corridor
Communications
Training & Community Leadership
Colorado Rockies
Administration
Public Policy
Fundraising

45%
7%

12%
5%
2%

0%**
9%

14%
0%
5%

$2,622,505
$430,609
$692,860
$298,400
$144,320

$1,970
$545,914
$827,361

$0
$320,656

100%$5,884,595   

Reporting based on most recent available audit. The Sonoran Institute is audited annually by Keegan, Linscott & Kenon, PC. 
*In addition, resources for FY'14 include net assets of $937,304 carried forward from previous years and restricted for use in this and future �scal years. **Less than 1 percent.

Revenue

Expenses

SMARTER COMMUNICATIONS
Our revamped and better integrated social media strategy has 
resulted in more than a 25% increase in followers and an over 100% 
increase in interactions.

LIVEABLE COMMUNITIES 
Our Arizona Alliance for Liveable Communities finished three 
Health Impact Assessments and advised three municipal General 
Plan updates to encourage healthy and advanced approaches to 
urban development. 

Financial Summary
FY 2013: July 1, 2013–June 30, 2014
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$100,000 AND UP
ANONYMOUS (2)

LINCOLN INSTITUTE OF LAND POLICY

LOR FOUNDATION

LP BROWN FOUNDATION

BRYAN AND AXSON MORGAN  

GILMAN AND MARGE ORDWAY  

LOLLIE BENZ PLANK  

STATE OF COLORADO

THE TINKER FOUNDATION, INC.

THE WILLIAM AND FLORA HEWLETT FOUNDATION

$25,000–99,999
ANONYMOUS (2)

BORDER ENVIRONMENT COOPERATION 

COMMISSION

LOUISE AND JIM GLASSER  

PAM GRISSOM  

HUNTER INDUSTRIES, INC.

ANN HUNTER-WELBORN AND  

DAVID WELBORN  

JOE KALT AND JUDY GANS  

THE PEW CHARITABLE TRUST

RALLY.ORG

$5,000–24,999
ROWENE AGUIRRE-MEDINA AND ROY MEDINA 

ANN AND GORDON GETTY FOUNDATION

ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE

KATHERINE AND B. K. BORGEN

BELMONT OWNER’S GROUP

BORGEN FAMILY FOUNDATION

HARRY BUBB  

JOHN AND PATRICIA CASE  

DMB ASSOCIATES, INC.

ANDREW AND ELIZABETH DOWNS  

BOB AND KIM ECK  

EL DORADO HOLDINGS, INC

FARMER’S INVESTMENT COMPANY

SALLY GREENLEAF  

MIKE AND BETH KASSER  

BONNIE KAY  

JANE AND RONALD LERNER  

PETER LOORAM  

JACKIE AND VERLYNE MECK

DENNIS AND MARTY MINANO  

BILL MITCHELL  

NEW BELGIUM BREWING COMPANY

LAURINDA OSWALD  

THE PROVIDENCE SERVICE CORPORATION

RESOLUTION COPPER COMPANY

STEVEN C. LEUTHOLD FAMILY FOUNDATION

KARA AND RICH TEISING  

NAN AND DICK WALDEN  

WILLIAM B. WIENER, JR. FOUNDATION  

ZUCKERMAN COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

FOUNDATION

THE ZUCKERMAN FAMILY FOUNDATION

$1,000–4,999
ANONYMOUS (4)

ADELANTE FOUNDATION

CAROLYN BASS  

PATSY BATCHELDER AND ANDY WIESSNER  

HENRI AND PAM BISSON  

FRED AND DIANE BOWDEN  

BUTLER, SHINE, STERN & PARTNERS

LIZ AND KENT CAMPBELL

LINDA CAMPBELL  

CHARLIER

KITTY COLLINS  

SUSAN AND PETER CULP

CHARIS DENISON AND SCOTT HUMMEL  

ELIZABETH DENISON  

ENTERPRISE HOLDINGS FOUNDATION

ENVIRONMENTAL FUND FOR ARIZONA

EVIM FOUNDATION

THE FANWOOD FOUNDATION

PEGGY HITCHCOCK  

JADE TREE FOUNDATION 

THE JAMES HUNTINGTON FOUNDATION 

NYDA JONES-CHURCH  

DAN AND KIT KIMBALL  

SUZANNE LEWIS AND MICHAEL HURRELL  

CHRISTOPHER M. PEREZ AND  

KATHRYN J. LINCOLN  

MARICOPA COUNTY

PATRICK AND LORAINE MARTIN  

JOHN AND LAURIE MCBRIDE

DWIGHT MINTON  

MOBILE GIVING FOUNDATION

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY WESTERN  

TRANSPORT INSTITUTE

RENE MORTON  

ALAN AND NANCY NICHOLSON  

ARBETH SACKETT  

CURTIS SCAIFE  

STEPHANIE SKLAR AND JEFFREY WILKINSON  

WILLIAM AND CAROL SMALLWOOD  

BARTON THOMPSON  

JUDITH TUCK  

WHITMAN COLLEGE

$250–999
ANONYMOUS (2)

ARCHITECTURE 118

ARIZONA-SONORA DESERT MUSEUM

MARIA BAIER 

HERMAN BLEIBTREU AND KATHY WREDEN

MICHELLE BONITO

FREDERICK BORCHERDT

EMILY BROTT AND CHRIS MARTIN

BETSY DE LEIRIS

CYNTHIA DICKSTEIN AND FRANK GRUNDSTROM

MARK DUNHAM

FOLEY GROUP, LLC

CHARLOTTE HANSON

DAVID AND JOAN LINCOLN

SCOTT AND DEBORAH LIVINGSTON

MADISON ENGINEERING, LLC

ROBERT MOLINE

PAUL AND TOMI MORENO

WALTER AND HELEN NORTON

JEFFREY AND SHARON ROSENBLUM

SANDERSON STEWART

JOHN SHEPARD AND CAROL EVANS

JUDITH SMITH

AUDREY AND SEAN SPILLANE

MOLLY STRANAHAN AND TOM CURTIN

SUMMIT HUT, LTD.

MARGARET THOMAS

RICHARD THOMAS

THREAD ROLLING INC.

STEPHEN AND AMY UNFRIED

VICKIE AND GERRY WOLFE

BELINDA ZENK

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

HUMMINGBIRD CIRCLE DONOR 

SONORAN INSTITUTE BOARD MEMBER 

The Sonoran Institute is grateful to all our donors for their support. Please note, these contributions reflect contributions for the period July 1, 2014 
through June 30, 2015. We apologize for any errors or omissions.
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UP TO $249
ANONYMOUS (5)

ALLSTATE GIVING CAMPAIGN

DABNEY AND KATHERINE ALTAFFER

AMAZON SMILE FOUNDATION

CONRAD ANKER AND JENNIFER LOWE

AIDA ARIK

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

THE BAGNALL COMPANY

JOSEPH BALLARD

JIM AND ANNE BANKS

CHAD BECKER

JENNIFER BECKER

GREG BEDINGER AND JAN MULDER

MARY AND DON BENISEK

MIKE BIEBER

TOM BOYD

RYAN BRISBIN

THOMAS BRISBIN

WILLIAM BRISBIN

ALAN AND MARY BRUTGER

THERESA AND LARRY BUCHER

CYNTHIA BUETTGEN

BUFFALO EXCHANGE

LORENE CALDER

JANE CAMPBELL

STEPHEN CLEVELAND

LINDA COLBURN

WAYNE COMFORT AND CARL WIESNER

COLLEEN CONAWAY AND MARK PETERSON

JOHN CONRAD

CAROLYN COOPER AND JOHN SHARAWARA

KAREN DAVIDSON

PHILIP DAVIS

DINO DECONCINI AND  

ELIZABETH MURFEE DECONCINI

SCOTT AND JACQUELINE DEHLENDORF

LEVI DILLON

DAVID DUBE AND RUTH RETTIG

NORMAN AND JEANNE EGGERT

CHRIS ENGLISH

JOANNE FISHER

DIANE FORDNEY

TAD AND MELISSA FOSTER

GUILLERMO FRANCO

ALAN FRONT

LYDIA GARVEY

GEORGE AND LINDA GAULT

JOHN GEDDIE

DAN GEIGER

SUSAN AND PHILIP GERARD

SUSAN AND RICHARD GOLDSMITH

WARREN GOROWITZ

THOMAS GOUGEON

BRUCE GRANGER

GREEN FIELDS COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

JAN HANCOCK

ELIZABETH AND JOHNNIE HANES

RALPH HANSON

PAUL HEFFRON

KATHLEEN HOLMES

CYNTHIA HOOPER

GARY AND YVONNE HUCKLEBERRY

DOUG HUNT

MARTHA HUNTER AND CHARLIE HENDERSON

JUDITH HUTCHINS

GAYLE AND FREDERIC JANDREY

JOHNSON PRODUCTS, INC.

JUSTGIVE.ORG

JEREMY KEENE AND HEATHER HARP

JOHNATHAN AND JANET KEMPFF

EDGAR AND ALICE KENDRICK

WILLIAM KLENN

EDMUND LAMBETH

SANDRA LAURSEN

MARIE LIGHT

ROBERT LINEHAN

ROBERT LOUDON

GRETCHEN LUECK

RICHARD AND LILLIAN LUND

GORDON MADDOCK

PAMELA MAHER AND DAVID SCHUBERT

GEORGE AND BEVERLY MATTSON

FELICIA AND WARREN MAY

GARY MCNEIL

SHARON AND RONALD MEGDAL

CAROLYN MERKLE

MICHAEL MILCZAREK

RICHARD AND MARY ANN MIYA

TERRY MOODY

SUSAN NORTH

TED AND SANDRA NOTZ

CHARLES OGNIBENE

PATAGONIA ORCHARDS, LLC

BRUCE PLENK

HELEN PRICE

BART AND ELIZABETH REA

TYLER RICHARDSON

WILLIAM ROPER

CAROL MARGUERITE ROSE

DEBORAH ROTH

THOMAS AND EILEEN ROTKIS

JEAN RUDD AND LIONEL BOLIN

KAREN SCHLATTER

KATHERINE SCHMIDT

TAM AND SUE SCOTT

EVE SHAPIRO AND PAUL GORDON

KATIE SHIELDS

LISA AND CATLOW SHIPEK

SILVERADO

WILLIAM SINGER

DIANE SIPE

THOMAS SKINNER

SKY ISLAND ALLIANCE

STEVEN SPENCE

DARRYLL STOKES

ALICE STOWELL

TISBEST PHILANTHROPY

DALENA TRAN

UNITED WAY OF TUCSON AND  

SOUTHERN ARIZONA

SUSAN AND DONATO VALDIVIA

VALLEY OF THE SUN UNITED WAY

JIM AND JUDY WALSH

HENRY WARE

LISA WARNEKE

LUANN WATERS

ROGER WATSON

MARGARET WEESNER

KIMERY WILTSHIRE

JAMES WINGROVE

DUSTIN WOLKIS

WILL WORTHINGTON

BETTY WYATT

FRANCISCO AND ROCIO ZAMORA

GEORGE ZINN

CLAIRE ZUCKER

CLAIRE ZUGMEYER AND SKY JACOBS

FY15 IN KIND GIFTS
AZ LITHO

CAPERS

COPPERSMITH BROCKELMAN PLC

JILLIAN COWLES

GEOSYSTEMS ANALYSIS, INC.

KEEGAN, LINSCOTT & KENON

IAN WILSON AND ALISON BANKS

GIFTS WERE MADE IN HONOR OF
SARAH ASHBY

DAVE AND MARGE BAYLOR

MR. AND MRS. JOHN BENISEK

AVERY BROADBENT

EMILY BROTT

MICHAEL GASS

QUENTIN LEWTON

JILL TIDMAN

GIFTS WERE MADE IN MEMORY OF
PEDRO JOAB AGUIRRE

NELLIE BEELAERT

WILLIAM C. CULP

BARBARA DUNHAM

MARLENE HUNT

TOM RICHARDSON

CAROL A. WATSON
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SonoranInstituteFlix

Stephanie Sklar 
Chief Executive Officer

Seth Cothrun 
Director of Marketing, Corporate and  
Foundation Relations

Wendi Lucas 
Chief Development Officer

John Shepard 
Senior Director of Programs

Katie Shields 
Chief Finance and Administrative Officer

Ian Wilson 
Director of Communications

Clark Anderson 
Director 
Western Colorado Legacy Program

Randy Carpenter 
Director 
Northern Rockies Legacy Program

Ian Dowdy 
Director 
Sun Corridor Legacy Program

Summer Waters 
Director 
Western Lands & Communities Joint Program 

Francisco Zamora-Arroyo 
Director 
Colorado River Delta Legacy Program

Aurelio Alfaro Rodriguez
David Alfaro Rodriguez
Celedonia Alvarado Camacho
Raul Arias Navarro
Sarah Ashby
Joaquin Barreras Zepeda
Abraham Berrelleza Encinas
Alison Berry
Emily Brott
Jose Luis Cabrera Negrete
Kathleen Cannon
Francisco Javier Cisneros Soto
Steve Clemans
Susan Culp
Collin D’Aloisio
Cameron Ellis

Sharea Escalante
Estela Esquivel Felix
Emma Fajardo
Alena Fast
Guadalupe Cristino Fonseca Molina
Cristal Galindo Jimenez
Rodolfo Garcia Aristegui
Rocio Berenice Garcia Villanueva
Rosa Maria Gonzalez Gomez
Matt Grabau
Ezequiel Hernandez Cardenas
Michelle Valerie Hernandez
Daniel Aaron Herrera Chavez
Jennifer Hill
John Lavey
Pam Koehler
Fatima Luna
Maren Mahoney
Joe Marlow
Mario Mendoza Ortiz
Alma Lidia Merendon Cerega
Wanda Mills-Bocachica
Hannah Oliver
Virginia Pearson
Alfredo Ramos Tolento
Tomas Enrique Rivas Salcedo
Carlos Eliseo Roano Ornelas
Angie Rutherford
Edith Santiago Serrano
Karen Schlatter
Mia Stier
Elizabeth Stowe
Jillian Sutherland
Ryan VanDero
Kate Wright
Alfredo Zavala Hernandez 
Claire Zugmeyer

SONORAN INSTITUTE STAFF 

SONORAN INSTITUTE MÉXICO A.C.

Edgar Jose Carrera Villa
Gabriela Gonzalez Olimon

The Desert Southwest, 
Colorado River Basin, and the 
Rocky Mountains

WHERE WE WORK

tel 520-290-0828  |  fax 520-290-0969
44 E. Broadway Blvd., Suite 350
Tucson, Arizona 85701

MAIN OFFICE 

Rowene Aguirre-Medina  |  Mesa, Arizona
Mary Alexander  |  Scottsdale, Arizona
Maria Baier  |  Phoenix, Arizona
Patsy Batchelder  |  Snowmass, Colorado
Henri Bisson  |  Tucson, Arizona
John Case  |  Scottsdale, Arizona
Andrew Downs  |  Chicago, Illinois
Louise Glasser  |  Tucson, Arizona; Lake Forest, Illinois
Ann Hunter-Welborn  |  Encinitas, California
Nyda Jones-Church  |  San Diego, California
Joe Kalt  |  Tucson, Arizona; Cambridge, Massachusetts
Dan Kimball  |  Tucson, Arizona
Jane Lerner  |  Bozeman, Montana
Suzanne Lewis  |  Pensacola, Florida
Bill Mitchell  |  Vashon Island, Washington
Alan Nicholson  |  Helena, Montana
Laurinda Oswald  |  Amado, Arizona
Chris Perez  |  Scottsdale, Arizona
Lollie Plank  |  Tucson, Arizona; Banner, Wyoming; Long Lake, Minnesota
Kara Teising  |  Nashville, Tennessee
Buzz Thompson  |  Stanford, California

SONORAN INSTITUTE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OUR MISSION

The Sonoran Institute’s mission is to connect people 
and communities with the natural resources that 
nourish and sustain them. We work at the nexus of 
commerce, community, and conservation to help people 
in the North American West build the communities 
they want to live in while preserving the values which 
brought them here. We envision a West where civil 
dialogue and collaboration are hallmarks of decision 
making, where people and wildlife live in harmony, and 
where clean water, air, and energy are assured.


